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COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200 
 

VISUAL ARTS AND MEDIA 
SEVENTH GRADE 
 
We believe students need the opportunity to create in order to express ideas, individually and 
collaboratively, using visual communication in a democratic society. The focus of the Visual Art and Media  
course centers on developing creativity, critical thinking, visual communication, digital citizenship, and 
exploring cultural identity in a global society. Students will begin to learn how visual imagery shapes and is 
shaped by culture. Student learning will be evidenced through a variety of production processes, all of 
which emphasize the development of quality craftsmanship and the habits of mind necessary for successful 
visual communication in the 21st century. 

 
1. Subject Expectation    Students will use various types of reasoning to be creative, think 

and reflect critically, and solve problems in both conventional and 
innovative ways.  
(P21.CTPS.A.1) (P21.CTPS.D.1) (ISTE 4d) 

 
Essential Learning 1 
                                                   

    Through creating and producing the student will understand   
     how works of visual art and media are produced                   
     (P21.CI. A.1, A.2, A.3, B.4) 

  
Critical Content  a. use the steps of the creative process (input, finding potential,  

    reorganization, production and evaluation) appropriate to the  
   scope of the problem (non-linear)                                            
   (P21.CI. A.1, A.2, A.3, B.4) (SEL 5) (SEL 6) (ISTE 3a)          

• generate and select the appropriate ideation (input) 
technique (e.g. brainstorm, bubble diagram, concept 
organizer)  

• elaborate (finding potential) an idea using strategic 
thinking 

• prioritize the information that contributes to the message 
• evaluate the appropriateness of an idea or message to the 

context 
• synthesize information in order to produce  
• reflection/final evaluation (Was the original goal met by 

the student?) 
  b. identify and ask significant questions that clarify various  

    points of view and lead to better solutions.  
   (P21.CTPS.D.2)  

  c. know that the problem solving process applies to other real 
    world situations  
   (P21.CI. B.3, C.1) (P21.ISD.C.3) 
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  d. demonstrate originality, novelty, and inventiveness in work   
    (P21.CI. A.2, B.3) 
e. investigate new processes, implement creative ideas, and  
    revisit traditional ideas to create new, and reinterpret existing,  
    works of visual art 
    (P21.CI.C.1) (P21.ML.A.1) 

  
Essential Learning 2 
 

Identify qualities and processes of craftsmanship in visual arts 
and media.                                                                  
(P21.PA.B.1) 

 
Critical Content    a. recognize presentation quality relative to the context of 

personal and others’ work  
     (P21.ML.B.1) (P21.ISD.C.2) 
b. recognize the appropriateness of resisting closure and 

persevering, versus knowing when to deliberately finalize and 
bring closure  

      (SEL 3) (P21.ISD.A.2, A.3) 
c. create the habits of mind to achieve quality craftsmanship 

including care, sustained attention, responsibility, and pride 
(P21.PA.B.1) (SEL 2) 

d. use proper safety techniques involving all media                      
(IL 26.B.3d) 

 
Essential Learning 3  
 

Share and accept responsibility, compromise respectfully to 
reconcile diverse ideas, and accomplish a common goal. 
(P21.CC.B.2) (P21.CC.B.3) (SEL5) (SEL8) 

 
Critical Content    a. be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives  

    (P21.CI.B.2) ( P21.SCCS.B.2) (SEL 9) (ISTE 2c) 
b. develop new ideas to share with others 
    (ISTE 2b) (SEL 7) 

  c. value the individual contributions made by others  
    (SEL 11) (P21.SCCS.B.2) 
d. demonstrate ability to work effectively and respectfully  
    with diverse teams  
    (SEL12) (P21.SCCS.B.1) 
e. analyze how one’s behavior and/or product may affect  
   others  
   (SEL 8) (P21.LR.A.1) (P21.LR.B.1) 
f. evaluate how honesty, respect, fairness, and compassion  
   enable one to take the needs of others into account when  
   making decisions throughout the creative process                       
   (SEL 9) (P21.SCCS.A.2) 
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  g. demonstrate cooperation and teamwork to promote group 
    effectiveness  
    (SEL 12, P21.SCCS.A.1, A.2, B.1) 
h. set a short-term goal and make a plan for achieving it  
   (SEL 5, P21.PA.A.1, ISTE 4b) 

  i. exercise flexibility and willingness to be helpful in making    
   necessary compromises to accomplish a common goal  
   (P21.CC.B.2, P21.FA.A.1) 
j. assume shared responsibility for collaborative work and value  
   the individual contributions made by each team member  
  (P21.CC.B.3) (P21.LR.A.2) (P21 SCCS.B.3) (SEL 12) (ISTE 2d) 

 
Essential Learning 4  
 

Analyze how parts of a whole interact with each other to produce 
overall outcomes in complex systems.  
(P21.CTPS.B.1) 

 
Critical Content    a. recognize that interpretation involves different parties, different  

    points of view, and different theories of visual communication  
    (P21.ML.A.2) (P21.CI.B.2) (SEL 7) 
b.  recognize that production involves audience, context, and processes  
    (P21.CTPS.B.1) (P21.FA.B.1, B.3) 
c. know that communication, production, problem solving, 
    interpretation, perception, and craftsmanship are all part of an  
    interdependent working system 
    (ISTE 1c) 
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2. Subject Expectation 
     

Students will communicate in a variety of contexts through a 
variety of artistic media, including technologies, to convey their 
own ideas and to interpret the ideas of others.                 
(P21.CC.A) (ISTE 2b)  (SEL7) 

 
Essential Learning 1  
 

Know that multiple interpretations exist for a work of art based 
on individual perspective.                                               
(P21.CTPS.C.2) (SEL 7) 

 
Critical Content    a. use multiple forms of visual understandings appropriate to the  

    work being interpreted 
• formal interpretations (elements and principles of design) 

(IL 25.a.3e) 
• symbolic interpretations (non-literal representation)          

(IL 25.a.3e) (IL 27.B.3) 

• instrumental interpretations (the function of things) 
• contextual interpretations (place, historical, social, 

cultural) (IL 27.A.3b) 
  b.  evidence meaningful interpretations based on prior and new  

     knowledge                                                         
    ( P21.CTPS.C.1) (P21.CTPS.C.4) ( P21.ISD.C.4) (ISTE 1a) 

• find ambiguity in personal reasoning and the reasoning of 
others  

      (P21.CTPS.D.2) 
  c.  analyze and evaluate the works of others                             

     (P21.CTPS.C.2) (SEL7) (IL25.A.3e) 
d.  interpret information and draw conclusions based on          
     individual input  
     (P21.CTPS.C.1, C.2) 
e.  articulate thoughts and ideas effectively to convey meaning 
     (P21.CC.A.1, A.5) 

 
Essential Learning 2  
 

Communicate new ideas to others effectively.             
(P21.CC.A.1)( ISTE 1b, 2b) (SEL7) 

 
Critical Content    a. use multiple forms of visual understandings appropriate to the  

    work being created. 
• formal interpretations (elements and principles of design) 

(IL25.a.3e) 
• symbolic interpretations (non-literal representation) 

(IL25.a.3e, 27.B.3) 

• instrumental interpretations (the function of things) 
• contextual interpretations (place, time, social, cultural) 

(IL27.A.3b) 
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  b.  know that there are several ways to communicate a   
     meaningful message/idea.  
    (ISTE 2b)( P21.CC.A.3) 

• identify ambiguity in personal message production. 
(P21.CI.A.3)(P21.FA.A.2) 

  c. communicate meaningful interpretations based on prior and   
    new knowledge.  
    (P21.CTPS.C.4)( ISTE 1a, 3d) 
d. articulate thoughts and ideas effectively to convey meaning  
    about an individual’s product.  
    (P21.CC.A.1) (P21.FA.B.1) 
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3. Subject Expectation 
     

Students will work respectful and effectively with socially and 
culturally diverse teams or content to increase innovation and 
quality in their work.  
(P21.CI.B.2) (P21.CC.B.1) 

 
Essential Learning 1 Understand the relationships among culture, identity, and visual 

communication. (Note: identity includes cultural universals: 
background (time, geography, physical description); themes; 
economics; food, clothing and shelter; political; family and kin; 
attitude toward the unknown; communications; arts and 
aesthetics; recreation )  
(P21.ML.B.2) (IL27.B.3) 

 
Critical Content    a. use multiple forms of visual understandings appropriate to the  

    work being interpreted 
• formal interpretations (elements and principles of design) 

(IL 25.a.3e) 
• symbolic interpretations (non-literal representation)          

(IL 25.a.3e) (IL 27.B.3) 
• instrumental interpretations (the function of things) 
• contextual interpretations (place, historical, social, 

cultural)  
      (IL 27.A.3b) 

  b. recognize how art is used to construct identity                                   
    (P21.ML.A.1) ( ISTE 2c) (IL27.B.3) 
c. recognize how identity and context contribute to creating  
    visual art and media  
    (P21.ML.A.2) 
d. recognize how identity and context contribute to interpreting  
    visual art and media 
    (P21.ML.A.2) 

  e. employ/develop empathy towards others  
    (SEL7) 
f.  identify what visual art and media communicates about others 
    (P21.ML.A.1) 

  g. discover how visual art and media function in history, society,  
    and everyday life  
    (IL27.A.3b, 4b) 

• visual art and media can inform, in the way it represents  
• visual art and media can persuade in the way it represents  
• visual art and media can entertain in the way it represents 

  • visual art and media can stereotype in the way it 
represents 
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4. Subject Expectation 
       

The students will use technology effectively to research, 
access, create and communicate creative ideas and information 
with an understanding of ethical and legal issues.       
(P21.ICT.A.3) (ISTE 5a,6a) 

  
Essential Learning 1 
 

Understands that a good digital citizen applies social and ethical 
responsibilities in using and creating content in a democratic 
society.  
(P21.IL.B.3) (P21.ML.A.3) (P21.ICT.A.3) (P21.LR.B.1) (ISTE 5a) 

  
Critical Content  a. differentiate between appropriation, plagiarism, and creative 

    common licensing  
    (ISTE 5a) (P21.IL.B.3) (P21.ML.A.3) 

  b. know that there are both positive and negative consequences   
    of digital participation (footprint) 
    (ISTE 5a, 5d) (P21.LR.B.1) 
c. possess a fundamental understanding of the ethical/legal             
    issues surrounding the access and use of information              
   (P21.IL.B.3) (ISTE 5a) 

 

Essential Learning 2 
 

 Access and evaluate information sources and digital tools based 
on the appropriateness to specific tasks                                  
(ISTE 3c)( P21.IL.A1, A.2) 

Critical Content 
 
 

   
a. select the appropriate tool to create, edit, and/or manipulate   
    digital content  
    (P21.ICT.A.2) (ISTE 3c) (ISTE 6b) 
b. communicate and collaborate utilizing digital interfaces  
    district wide (e.g. blog, social networks, photo sharing,   
    Skype)  
    (P21.SCCS.A.2) ( ISTE 2a) 
c. use technology to plan and conduct research, manage  
    projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions  
    (P21.ICT.A.2)(P21.PA.A.2)( ISTE 3a, 3b, 4b) 
d. access information efficiently (time) and effectively  
    (sources)   
    (P21.IL.A.1) (ISTE 3b, 3c) 
e. evaluate information critically and competently 
    (P21.IL.A.2) (ISTE 3b) 
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P21 = Partnership for 21st Century Skills Framework (See Appendix A for further information) 
 
  CI = Creativity and Innovation 
  CTPS = Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
  CC = Communication and Collaboration 
  IL = Information Literacy 
  ML = Media Literacy 
  ICT = Information, Communication, and Technology Literacy 
  FA = Flexibility and Adaptability 
  ISD = Initiative and Self-Direction 
  SCCS= Social and Cross-Cultural Skills 
  PA = Productivity and Accountability 
  LR = Leadership and Responsibility 
 
ISTE = International Society for Technology in Education: National Educational Technology Standards   
             ISTE 1 = Creativity and Innovation 
  ISTE 2 = Communication and Collaboration 
  ISTE 3 = Research and Information Fluency 
  ISTE 4 = Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
  ISTE 5 = Digital Citizenship  
  ISTE 6 = Technology Operations and Concepts 
 
IL     = Illinois State Standards for the Fine Arts  
 
  IL25 = Illinois State Standards Fine Arts Goal 25  
              Know the Language of the Arts 
  IL26 = Illinois State Standards Fine Arts Goal 26 
                         Through Creating and Performing, understand how works of art are produced 
  IL27 = Illinois State Standards Fine Arts Goal 27 
                         Understand the role of arts in civilizations, past and present 

 
SEL = Illinois Social Emotional Learning Standards 
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Appendix A 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and 

Listening 
 

The grades 6-12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to 

do by the end of each grade.  They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor stan-

dards below by number.  The CCR and grade –specific standards are necessary complements- the former 

providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity– that together define the skills and 

understandings that all students must demonstrate. 
 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
 

1.  Prepare for the participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse 

partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

2.  Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally. 

 

3.  Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

 
4.  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 

reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audi-

ence. 

 

5.  Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and en-

hance understanding of presentations. 

 

6.  Adapt speech to a variety of contests and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of for-

mal English when indicated or appropriate. 
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Note on range and content of 

student speaking and listening 

 
To become college and career ready, stu-

dents must have ample opportunities to 

take part in a variety of rich, structured 

conversations-as part of the whole class, 

in small groups, and with a partner-built 

around important content in various do-

mains.  They must be able contribute ap-

propriately to these conversations, to 

make comparisons and contrasts, and to 

analyze and synthesize a multitude of 

ideas in accordance with the standards of 

evidence appropriate to a particular dis-

cipline.  Whatever their intended major or 

profession, high school graduates will 

depend heavily on their ability to listen 

attentively to others so that they are able 

to build on others’ meritorious ideas 

while expressing their own clearly and 

persuasively. 

 

New technologies have broadened and 

expanded the role that speaking and lis-

tening play in acquiring and sharing 

knowledge and have tightened their link 

to other forms of communication.  The 

Internet has accelerated the speed at 

which connections between speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing can be 

made, requiring that students be ready to 

use these modalities nearly simultane-

ously.  Technology itself is changing 

quickly, creating a new urgency for stu-

dents to be adaptable in response to 

change. 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 6-12 
 

The following standards for grades 6-12 offer a focus for instruction in each year  to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of 

skills and applications.  Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further de-

velop skills and understanding mastered in preceding grades. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

Grade 7 students:                                                        

Comprehension and Collaboration 

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, heaving read or studied required material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring 

to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 

d.      Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

 

2.     Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how 

the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

 

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evi-

dence. 

 

 

 

4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and exam-

ples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 

5.     Include, multimedia components  and visual displays in presentations to clarify  claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

 

6.     Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Lan-

guage standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specific expectations.) 

SL 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 
 

The grades 6-12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the 

end of each grade.  They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number.  

The CCR and grade –specific standards are necessary complements- the former providing broad standards, the latter 

providing additional specificity– that together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 
 

Text Types and Purposes* 
 

1.  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and rele-

vant and sufficient evidence. 
 

2.  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accu-

rately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 

3.  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences of events using effective technique, well-chosen 

details, and well– structured event sequences. 
 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
 

4.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 
 

5.  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
 

6.  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with 

others. 
 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
 

7.  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating under-

standing of the subject under investigation. 
 

8.  Gather relevant information from the multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
 

9.  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and  research. 
 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for the range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

 

 

* These broad types of writing include many subgenres.  See Appendix A for definitions of key writing types. 
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Note on range and content of 

student writing 

 
For students, writing is a key means of 

asserting and defending claims, showing 

what they know about a subject, and 

conveying what they have experienced, 

imagined, thought, and felt.  To be col-

lege– and career– ready writers, stu-

dents must take task, purpose, and audi-

ence into careful consideration, choos-

ing words, information, structures, and 

formats deliberately.  They need to know 

how to combine elements of different 

kinds of writing– for example, to use 

narrative strategies within argument and 

explanation within narrative– to produce 

complex and nuanced writing.  They 

need to be able to use technology strate-

gically when creating, refining, and col-

laborating on writing.  They have to be-

come adept at gathering information, 

evaluating sources, and citing material 

accurately, reporting findings from their 

research and analysis of sources in a 

clear and cogent manner.  They must 

have the flexibility, concentration, and 

fluency to produce high-quality first-

draft text under a tight deadline as well 

as the capacity to revisit and make im-

provements to a piece of writing over 

multiple drafts when circumstances en-

courage or require it. 
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Writing Standards 6-12 
 

The following standards for grades 6-12 offer a focus for instruction in each year  to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of 

skills and applications.  Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language us, from vocabu-

lary and syntax to the development and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources. Students ad-

vancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understanding mas-

tered in preceding grades. The expected growth in student writing ability is reflected both in the standards themselves and in the collection of anno-

tated student writing samples in Appendix C. 

Grade 7 students:                                                        

Text Types and Purposes 

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding 

of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

d.      Establish and maintain a formal style. 

    e.      Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

 

 

 

2.     Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 

analysis of relevant content. 

             a.      Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multime-

dia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

             b.      Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

             c.      Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

             d.      Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

             e.      Establish and maintain a formal style. 

             f.      Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the information or explanation presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

W 

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding 

of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

d.      Establish and maintain a formal style. 

    e.      Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

 

 

 

2.     Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 

analysis of relevant content. 

             a.      Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multime-

dia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

             b.      Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

             c.      Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

             d.      Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

             e.      Establish and maintain a formal style. 

             f.      Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the information or explanation presented. 
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Grade 7 students:                                                        

Text Types and Purposes (continued) 

3.   Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well- 

 structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an 

event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

d.      Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events. 

    e.      Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

 

4.     Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-

specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

 

 

5.     With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as neede by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

typing a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate com-

mand of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 7 on page 52. 

 

 

6.     Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others, including linking to and citing sources. 

 

W Writing Standards 6-12 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
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Grade 7 students:                                                        

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7.     Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for fur-

ther research and investigation. 

 

 

8.     Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each 

source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 

 

9.   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 

historical account of te same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”). 

 

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,  assessing 

 whether the reasoning is sound and  the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”)> 

 

 

10.    Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 

two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W Writing Standards 6-12 

Range of Writing 
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Appendix B: Partnership for 21st Century Learning 
 

The following are middle school elective enduring understandings of what students will need to know 
as an outcome of each strand of enrichment.  We propose that our learning standards are to be within 
the guidelines of the 21st Century student outcomes as students explore elective enrichment throughout 
the middle school level.  Therefore our enduring understandings are directly taken from the framework 
definitions of “The Partnership for 21st Century Skills”. 
 
 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
 

A. Reason Effectively 
1. Use various types of reasoning (inductive, deductive, etc.) as appropriate to the situation 

 
B. Use Systems Thinking 

1. Analyze how parts of a whole interact with each other to produce overall outcomes in complex 
systems 

 
C. Make Judgments and Decision 

1. Effectively analyze and evaluate evidence, arguments, claims and beliefs 
2. Analyze and evaluate major alternative points of view 
3. Synthesize and make connections between information and arguments 
4. Interpret information and draw conclusions based on the best analysis 
5. Reflect critically on learning experiences and processes 

 
D. Solve Problems 

1. Solve different kinds of non- familiar problems in both conventional and innovative ways 
2. Indentify and ask significant questions that clarify various points of view and lead to better 

solutions 
 
Communication and Collaboration 
 

A. Communicate Clearly 
1. Articulate thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, written and nonverbal communication skills 

in a variety of forms and contexts 
2. Listen effectively to decipher meaning, including knowledge, values, attitudes and intention 
3. Use communication for arrange of purposes (e.g. to inform, instruct, motivate and persuade) 
4. Utilize multiple media and technologies, and know how to judge their effectiveness a priority as 

well as assess their impact 
5. Communicate effectively in diverse environments (including multi-lingual) 

 
B. Collaborate with others 

1. Demonstrate ability to work effectively and respectfully with diverse teams 
2. Exercise flexibility and willingness to be helpful in making necessary compromises to 

accomplish a common goal 
3. Assume shared responsibility for collaborative work, and value the individual contributions 

make by each team member. 
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Creativity and Innovation 
 

A. Think Creatively 
1. Use a wide range of idea creation techniques (such as brainstorming) 
2. Create new and worthwhile ideas (both incremental and radical concepts) 
3. Elaborate, refine, analyze and evaluate their own ideas in order to improve and maximize 

creative efforts 
 

B. Work Creatively with Others 
1. Develop, implement and communicate new ideas to others effectively 
2. Be open and responsive to new and diverse perspective; incorporate group input and feedback 

into the work 
3. Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work and understand the real world limits to 

adopting new ideas 
4. View failure as an opportunity to learn; understand that creativity and innovation is a long-term, 

cyclical process of small successes and frequent mistakes 
 

C. Implement Innovation 
1. Act on creative ideas to make a tangible and useful contribution to the field in which the 

innovation will occur. 
 
Information Literacy 
 

A. Access and Evaluate Information 
1. Access information efficiently (time) and effectively (sources) 
2. Evaluate information critically and competently 

 
B. Use and Manage Information 

1. Use information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand 
2. Manage the flow of information from a wide variety of sources 
3. Apply a fundamental understanding of the ethical/legal issues surrounding the access and use of 

information 
 
Media Literacy 
 

A. Analyze Media 
1. Understand both how and why media messages are constructed, and for what purposes 
2. Examine how individuals interpret messages differently, how values and points of view are 

included or excluded, and how media can influence beliefs and behaviors 
3. Apply a fundamental understanding of the ethical/legal issues surrounding the access and use of 

media 
 

B. Create Media Products 
1. Understand and utilize the most appropriate media creation tools, characteristics and 

conventions 
2. Understand and effectively utilize the most appropriate expressions and interpretations in 

diverse, multicultural environments 
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ICT Literacy 
 

A. Apply Technology Effectively 
1. Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information 
2. Use digital technologies (computers, PDAs, media players, GPS, etc.) , 

communication/networking tools and social networks appropriately to access, manage, 
integrate, evaluate and create information to successful function in a knowledge economy 

3. Apply a fundamental understanding of the ethical/legal issues surrounding the access and use of 
information technologies. 

 
Life and Career Skills 
 
Flexibility and Adaptability 

A. Adapt to Change 
1. Adapt to varied roles, jobs responsibilities, schedules and contexts 
2. Work effectively in a climate of ambiguity and changing priorities 

 
B. Be Flexible 

1. Incorporate feedback effectively 
2. Deal positively with praise, setbacks and criticism 
3. Understand, negotiate and balance diverse views and beliefs to reach workable solutions, 

particularly in multi-cultural environments 
 

Initiative and Self-Direction 
A. Manage Goals and time 

1. Set goals with tangible and intangible success criteria 
2. Balance tactical (short-term) and strategic (Long-term) goals 
3. Utilize time and manage workload efficiently 

 
B. Work Independently  

1. Monitor, define, prioritize and complete tasks without direct oversight 
 

C.  Be Self-directed Learners 
1.    Go beyond basic mastery of skills and/or curriculum to explore and expand one’s own learning 

and opportunities to gain expertise 
2.   Demonstrate initiative to advance skill levels towards a professional level 
3.   Demonstrate commitment to learning as a lifelong process 
4.   Reflect critically on past experiences in order to inform future progress 

 
Social and Cross-Cultural Skills 

A. Interact Effectively with Others 
1. Know when it is appropriate to listen and when to speak 
2. Conduct themselves in a respectable, professional manner 

 
B. Work Effectively in Diverse Teams 

1. Respect cultural differences and work effectively with people from a range of social and 
cultural backgrounds 
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2. Respond open-mindedly to different ideas and values 
3. Leverage social and cultural differences to create new ideas and increase both innovation and 

quality of work. 
Productivity and Accountability 

A. Manage Projects 
1. Set and meet goals, evening face of obstacles and competing pressures 
2. Prioritize, plan and manage work to achieve the intended result 

 
B. Produce Results 

1. Demonstrate additional attributes associate with producing high quality products. 
 
Leadership and Responsibility 

A. Guide and lead Others 
1. Use interpersonal and problem-solving skills to influence and guide others toward a goal 
2. Leverage strengths of others to accomplish a common goal 
3. Inspire others to reach their very best via example and selflessness 
4. Demonstrate integrity and ethical behavior in using influence and power 

 
Be Responsible to Others 

A.    Act responsibly with the interests of the larger community in mind. 
 

 



Appendix C 
 

 
 

 

NETS for Students 2007 

  

1. Creativity and Innovation 

  
Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products 
and processes using technology. Students: 

  

a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes. 

b. create original works as a means of personal or group expression. 

c. use models and simulations to explore complex systems and issues. 

d. identify trends and forecast possibilities.  

2. Communication and Collaboration 

  
Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, 
including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others. 
Students: 

  

a. interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital 
environments and media. 

b. communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of 
media and formats. 

c. develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of other 
cultures. 

d. contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.  



3. Research and Information Fluency 

  Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. Students: 

  

a. plan strategies to guide inquiry. 

b. locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety 
of sources and media. 

c. evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to 
specific tasks. 

d. process data and report results.  

4. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 

  
Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve 
problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources. Students: 

  

a. identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigation. 

b. plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project. 

c. collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions. 

d. use multiple processes and diverse perspectives to explore alternative solutions.  

5. Digital Citizenship 

  
Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal 
and ethical behavior. Students: 

  

a. advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology. 

b. exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and 
productivity. 

c. demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

d. exhibit leadership for digital citizenship.  

6. Technology Operations and Concepts 

  
Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems, and operations. 
Students: 

  

a. understand and use technology systems. 

b. select and use applications effectively and productively. 

c. troubleshoot systems and applications. 

d. transfer current knowledge to learning of new technologies.  
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Appendix D 
 

Social Emotional Learning Standards 
 
SEL 1. Analyze how decision-making skills improve study habits and academic performance 
SEL 2. Analyze and apply strategies to manage stress and to motivate successful performance 
SEL 3. Analyze how personal qualities influence choices and successes 
SEL 4. Analyze how making use of school and community supports and opportunities can contribute 

to school and life 
SEL 5. Set a short-term goal and make a plan for achieving it 
SEL 6. Analyze why one achieved or did not achieve a goal 
SEL 7. Predict others’ feelings and perspectives in a variety of situations 
SEL 8. Analyze how one’s behavior may affect others 
SEL 9. Evaluate how honesty, respect, fairness, and compassion enable one to take the needs of others 

into account when making decisions 
SEL 10. Analyze the reasons for school and societal rules 
SEL 11. Analyze ways to establish positive relationships with others 
SEL 12. Demonstrate cooperation and teamwork to promote group effectiveness 
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